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1. Airports 

 

On this page, you can easily explore airports within different countries. Here’s how it 
works: 



1. Select a Country: At the top of the page, there’s a dropdown where you can choose 
a country. Once you select one, like “United Kingdom” in this example, the system 
will automatically populate the table below the map with all airports in that country. 

2. Understanding the Table: The grid below shows detailed information about each 
airport. Here’s a breakdown of what you’ll see: 

– ID: A unique number for each airport. 

– Airport Name: The full name of the airport. 

– Longitude and Latitude: These are the coordinates where the airport is 
located, helpful if you’re planning a visit or want to pinpoint it on a map. 

– Tower, Approach, and Ground Control: These are the radio frequencies 
used at the airport for communication. It’s pretty handy if you’re into 
listening to air traffic control. 

– IATA and ICAO Codes: These are standard airport codes. IATA codes are 
what you see on your luggage tags, and ICAO codes are used more for flight 
operations. 

3. Explore the Map: Above the table, you’ll see a map with red markers for each 
airport in the selected country. You can click on any marker, and a small window 
will pop up with: 

– A picture of the runways for that airport. 

– The airport’s ICAO and IATA codes. 

– Radio frequencies like Tower and Ground Control. 

  It gives you a quick visual and operational overview of the airport! 

4. Spotting Sites: If you’re into plane spotting, you’ll love this feature! When you click 
on an airport marker on the map, you’ll also see a link titled “Spotting.” Clicking this 
link will take you to a page showing the best spots at that airport for watching 
aircraft, if available. It’s perfect for finding those hidden gems to capture the best 
photos or simply enjoy watching planes. 



2. Country Register 

 

 

If you’re curious about aircraft registered in different countries, this is the page for you. 
Here’s how you can make the most of it: 

1. Select a Country: At the top of the page, you can choose a country from the 
dropdown list. Once you pick a country, like the United Kingdom (as shown), the 
grid will automatically update with details of all aircraft registered in that country. 

2. What’s in the Grid: The table below is filled with information on registered aircraft. 
Let’s break it down for you: 

– Reg: The registration number of the aircraft. 

– Type: The make and model of the aircraft. You might see anything from small 
private planes to large helicopters here. 

– C/N: This stands for the construction number, which is like the aircraft’s 
unique ID given by the manufacturer. 

– Owner: The current owner of the aircraft. This could be a private individual, 
a company, or even a government body. 

– Comments: Any additional notes, such as special modifications or historical 
data. 

– Status: This lets you know if the aircraft is currently active, transferred, or 
has another status. 

3. Explore the Data: 

– You can filter each column by typing into the boxes at the top of the table. For 
example, if you’re only interested in a specific aircraft type like “Cessna,” just 
start typing the name in the Type box, and the table will instantly filter the 
results for you. 



– To apply the search, you can either press Enter or click the magnifying glass 
icon. If you want to clear the filters, simply click the filter icon, and all the 
fields will be reset. 



3. Museums 

 



If you’re interested in exploring aircraft displayed in various museums, you’ve come to the 
right place. Here’s how you can make the most of this page: 

1. Select a Museum: Use the dropdown at the top of the page to choose the museum 
you’re interested in. Once you select a museum, like “Duxford Air Museum” in this 
example, the table below will automatically update with a list of the aircraft that are 
on display at that museum. 

2. What’s in the Table: The table gives you a detailed look at each aircraft on display 
at the selected museum. Here’s what the different columns mean: 

– Registration: The registration number of the aircraft, a unique identifier for 
each plane. 

– Type: The make and model of the aircraft, showing you what kind of planes 
are on display. 

– C/N (Construction Number): The manufacturer’s unique serial number for 
the aircraft. 

– Comments: Additional information about the aircraft, such as its history, 
role, or any special features. For example, some planes might have had 
special roles, like being part of the Royal Air Force. 

3. Searching and Filtering: 

– You can type into the boxes at the top of each column to filter the table. For 
example, if you’re only interested in a specific type of aircraft, like “Avro 
Anson,” just type it in the Type box, and the table will instantly filter the 
results for you. 

– To apply a search, press Enter or click the magnifying glass icon. If you want 
to clear your filters and start fresh, just click the filter icon, and the fields will 
reset. 

4. Military Airfields 

[Insert screenshot of the Military Airfields page here] 

If you’re interested in finding military airfields, this is the place to be! Here’s how you can 
explore them: 

1. Select a Country: At the top, there’s a dropdown where you can choose a country. 
Once you select the country, the grid below will automatically update to show all the 
military airfields for that country. 

2. What’s in the Grid: The table gives you detailed information about each airfield. 
Here’s what each column means: 

– Airport Name: The name of the military airfield. 

– Country: The country where the airfield is located. 

– IATA Code: The IATA code for the airfield, if applicable. 

– Longitude and Latitude: These are the geographic coordinates that pinpoint 
the airfield’s exact location. 



– Approach, Ground Control, and Tower: These are the communication 
frequencies for the airfield. These fields are set to “0” when not available. 

3. Aeroplane Icon: In the last column of the table, you’ll see an aeroplane icon next to 
each airfield. When you click on this icon, a map will display the marker for that 
airfield, showing its exact location. This allows you to visually locate the airfield on 
the map. 

4. Using the Map: After clicking the aeroplane icon, you’ll see the selected airfield’s 
marker appear on the map above the grid. When you click on the marker, a small 
window will pop up with the airfield’s name, giving you a quick visual reference. 

5. Military Callsigns (UK) 

 

If you’re interested in tracking military aircraft based on their callsigns, this page has got 
you covered! Here’s how you can explore it: 

1. What’s in the Table: The grid lists military aircraft callsigns and the bases they are 
associated with. Here’s what each column tells you: 

– Based: The military base where the aircraft is stationed. 

– Callsign: The unique callsign used by the aircraft. This is the identifier you’ll 
hear over the radio or see in flight tracking systems. 

– Aircraft Type: The type of aircraft associated with that callsign. You might 
see anything from Apache helicopters to F-16 fighter jets here. 

2. Explore the Data: 

– You can quickly scan the table to find out which aircraft are based at certain 
military airfields or look up a specific callsign to see what kind of aircraft is 
flying with it. 

– If you want to filter the data, you can use the search boxes above each 
column to narrow down the results. For example, if you’re interested in all 



callsigns for the Apache helicopters, simply type “Apache” into the Aircraft 
Type column, and the table will filter the results for you. 

6. Military Callsigns (US) 

 

If you’re curious about military aircraft operating in the United States, you can use this 
page to find out which aircraft are using specific callsigns. Here’s how to explore the 
information: 

1. What’s in the Table: The table provides you with detailed information about 
military aircraft callsigns in the US. Here’s what each column means: 

– Based: The air force base where the aircraft is stationed. You can see which 
state it’s in, as indicated by the abbreviations (like LA for Louisiana or TX for 
Texas). 

– Callsign: The specific callsign assigned to the aircraft, which is how it’s 
identified when communicating with air traffic control or on tracking 
systems. 

– Aircraft Type: The make and model of the aircraft, such as a B-52 
Stratofortress or an F-35 Lightning II. This gives you an idea of the kind of 
aircraft flying under that callsign. 



2. Explore the Data: 

– You can quickly browse through the list of callsigns to see which aircraft are 
based at certain air force bases. 

– If you’re interested in a particular aircraft type, like the B-1B Lancer, you can 
filter the table by typing its name in the Aircraft Type column to focus on just 
that aircraft. 



7. Spotters View 

 



If you want to find the best plane spotting locations, this page makes it easy. Here’s how 
you can use it: 

1. Select an Airport: Start by selecting an airport from the dropdown at the top of the 
page. For example, choosing Hong Kong will load all the plane spotting sites for that 
airport. 

2. Explore the Grid: Once the airport is selected, a table below the map will display 
information about the spotting locations: 

– Marker: The color-coded marker for each location, matching what you’ll see 
on the map. 

– Title: The name of the spotting location, such as Terminal Observation Deck 
or HAECO. 

– Comments: Helpful information about the location, such as the best times to 
visit, how to access it, and any special tips. 

– Longitude and Latitude: Coordinates to help you find the exact location. 

3. Using the Map: The map will show color-coded markers for each spotting location. 
These markers correspond to the rows in the table, helping you match the details. 
When you click on a marker, a popup will appear with more details about the 
spotting site, including the same information shown in the table. This gives you a 
quick overview of the spot’s features without having to refer back to the table. 

8. Members Only 

Welcome to the members-only section of the website! To view the detailed information in 
this area, you’ll need to register and log in to your account. By becoming a member, you’ll 
gain exclusive access to additional plane spotting information, locations, and resources 
designed just for our community. If you haven’t already, make sure to register today to 
unlock all the benefits! 



9. Members By Airport 

 

This page helps you see which members are registered at different airports. Here’s how 
you can explore the information and find what you need: 

1. Explore the Grid: The table lists all registered members and the airports they are 
associated with. 

– Member: The username of the member. 

– Airport: The airport where that member is registered. 

2. Sorting the Columns: You can easily sort the columns by clicking on the column 
headings (Member or Airport). For example, clicking on Member will sort the list 
alphabetically by member usernames, and clicking Airport will sort it by the airport 
names. 

3. Filtering the Data: At the top of each column, there’s a search box. You can type 
into these boxes to filter the data and quickly find specific members or airports. For 



example, type “Manchester” into the Airport search box to filter and only see 
members registered at that airport. 

10. Dashboard 

 

The Members Dashboard gives you a detailed overview of aircraft sightings and activities 
from the community. Here’s a breakdown of each graph and how to use them: 

1. Sightings by Country: This bar chart shows the total number of sightings reported 
by country. You can see which countries have the most recorded sightings, with the 
United Kingdom leading the way. This chart gives you a great overview of where 
plane spotters are most active across the globe. 

2. Sightings by Year: This chart displays sightings broken down by month for a 
specific year. Use the dropdown at the top to select the year you want to view. The 
chart updates to show how many sightings were reported each month for that year. 
It’s a useful tool for identifying trends or comparing sighting activity over time. 

3. Top 10 Members: This graph ranks the top 10 members based on the number of 
sightings they’ve reported. It’s a fun way to see who the most active spotters are in 
the community. If you’re curious about the top contributors, this is the place to look! 

4. Airline Sightings by Type: This chart shows the number of sightings for different 
airline types. Use the dropdown to filter the data by a specific airline, like Airbus or 
Boeing. It’s perfect for spotting fans who want to dive deeper into a particular 
airline’s sightings. 

5. Military Sightings by Type: This chart focuses on military aircraft sightings, 
specifically for a chosen air force. You can use the dropdown to select different 
forces, such as the United States Air Force or others. The chart will update to show 
the types of military aircraft spotted and the number of sightings for each. 



11. Images 

 

On this page, you can view, manage, and upload images of aircraft. Here’s how you can 
navigate it: 

1. Viewing Images: At the top, you’ll see three options to filter the images: 

– My Images: Displays only the images you’ve uploaded. 

– Members Images: Shows images uploaded by other members. 

– All Images: Displays both your images and those uploaded by others. 

  You can click on any image to enlarge it and get a closer look. 

2. Managing Images: Each image has a red X at the top, which allows you to delete the 
image. Simply click the X above the image you want to remove. 

3. Uploading a New Image: On the right side of the page, you’ll see the Image Upload 
section where you can add your own images: 

– Registration: Enter the aircraft’s registration number (if applicable). 

– Comments: Add any notes or details about the image or the aircraft. 

– Private: Select Yes if you want the image to be private and only visible to 
you, or No if you want it visible to all members. 

– Choose File: Click this button to select the image you want to upload from 
your device. 

– Once all fields are filled, click the Upload button to add the image to the 
gallery. 



12. Discussions 

 

Being active in the discussions is a great way to connect with fellow aviation enthusiasts. 
Whether you have a story to share, a question to ask, or some insights to offer, we 
encourage you to add your own discussions and get involved in those started by other 
members. Anything aviation-related is welcome! 

1. Categories Overview: The page is divided into different categories to help keep 
discussions organized. Each category focuses on a specific topic of interest to the 
community. For example: 

– Welcome: A place for new members to introduce themselves and learn how 
to get started in the Plane Spotters Community. 

– Members Topics: This section is an open forum where you can share stories, 
ask questions, and discuss anything aviation-related, such as airshows or 
airport visits. 

– Central Database Corrections: This is where you can report any issues or 
inaccuracies with the central database. It’s important to keep the database 
accurate, and your contributions here help maintain the quality of the data. 

2. Viewing and Joining Discussions: 

– Each category lists the number of posts, making it easy to see where activity 
is happening. Click on any category to enter and explore the discussions 
within. 

– You can read through existing posts and reply to add your thoughts or 
insights. 

3. Creating a New Discussion: 

– If you want to start a new topic, simply click on a relevant category and then 
select the New Discussion button. Give your discussion a title and content, 
and post it to invite others to join the conversation. 



13. Discussion Dashboard 

 

The Discussion Dashboard is your starting point for interacting with the Plane Spotters 
Community discussions. This page will give you an overview of key statistics, online 
members, and discussion categories. More modules will be added in the future to enhance 
your experience. Here’s how you can use it: 

1. Board Statistics: This section shows an overview of activity on the discussion 
board. You’ll see: 

– Posts: The total number of posts made in all discussion categories. 

– Latest Member: The most recent member to join the community. 

– Online Users: A quick view of who is currently online and active on the 
platform. 

2. Who Is Online: On the right-hand side, you’ll see the usernames of members who 
are currently online. This allows you to connect with other active members and 
participate in discussions while they’re online. 

3. Discussion Categories: Below the statistics, you’ll find the list of available 
discussion categories. Each category includes a brief description and shows the 
number of posts within that category. Click on any category to explore the topics or 
start your own discussion. 

– Welcome: Introduce yourself and explore tips for getting started in the 
community. 

– Members Topics: A general forum where members can share aviation 
stories, ask questions, and discuss recent airshows or plane sightings. 

– Central Database Corrections: Report any issues or updates needed in the 
central database. Your help in keeping the data accurate is greatly 
appreciated! 

4. Future Modules: More modules will be added to the Discussion Dashboard over 
time, giving you additional tools and insights into the community’s activity. Keep an 
eye out for new features! As features become available, we will let you know via the 
Members Discussions section. 



14. Airlines 

 

The Airlines Listings page provides detailed information on airlines based on the selected 
country. You can easily explore the airlines’ ICAO, IATA, and callsigns with the filtering 
options provided. Here’s how you can use this page: 

1. Select a Country: At the top of the page, there’s a dropdown menu where you can 
select a country. Once selected, the grid will automatically update to show all 
airlines based in that country. For example, selecting “United Kingdom” will list 
airlines operating out of the UK. 

2. Understanding the Grid: The table below the dropdown gives you detailed 
information about each airline. Here’s a breakdown of what the columns mean: 

– Airline Name: The full name of the airline. 

– ICAO: The ICAO code for the airline, a unique identifier used globally for 
flight operations. 

– IATA: The IATA code, which is commonly used in passenger-facing contexts, 
like tickets and luggage tags. 

– Callsign: The radio callsign used by the airline during communications with 
air traffic control. 

3. Filtering the Data: 

– You can filter each column by typing into the search boxes at the top of the 
table. For example, if you’re looking for a specific airline callsign, you can 
start typing it in the Callsign box, and the table will instantly update to show 
only the matching airlines. 

– This makes it easy to quickly find the information you need without scrolling 
through the entire list. 

This guide should help you navigate and use the Airlines Listings page efficiently. Whether 
you’re searching for an airline’s ICAO code or exploring callsigns, the filtering options make 
it quick and easy to find the exact information you need! 



15. Airshows 

The Airshow Listings page provides a comprehensive overview of upcoming airshows by 
country. You can explore airshows, filter the results, and even access the event’s official 
website for more details. Here’s how you can make the most of this page: 

1. Select a Country: Use the dropdown menu at the top to select a country. The grid 
will automatically update to show all airshows scheduled in that country. For 
example, selecting UK will display airshows happening across the United Kingdom. 

2. Understanding the Grid: The table below the dropdown contains important 
information about each airshow: 

– Date From: The start date of the airshow. 

– Date To: The end date of the airshow (if it spans multiple days). 

– Event: The name of the airshow. 

– Location: Where the airshow will be held, including city and region details. 

– Website: A direct link to the airshow’s official website where you can find 
additional details, buy tickets, and check schedules. 

3. Filtering the Data: 

– You can filter each column by typing into the boxes at the top of the table. For 
instance, if you’re looking for a specific event, type its name in the Event 
column, and the table will instantly update to show only that airshow. 

– This makes it easy to find the exact airshows you’re interested in attending. 

4. Accessing Websites: The Website column provides clickable links to the official 
event websites, where you can get more information, book tickets, or learn more 
about the lineup and activities for each airshow. 

16. CDB Latest Updates 

 

The CDB Updates Register page helps you stay informed about the latest updates in the 
central database, such as recent accidents, changes in aircraft status, or ownership. You can 



filter by year and month to see relevant updates. Here’s how you can make the most of this 
page: 

1. Select Year and Month: At the top of the page, use the dropdown menus to select a 
specific year and month. The grid will automatically update to display all changes 
recorded in the selected time frame. For example, selecting 2024 and June will show 
all updates from June 2024. 

2. Understanding the Grid: The table provides detailed information about each 
update. Here’s what each column means: 

– Registration: The registration number of the aircraft, which serves as a 
unique identifier. 

– Type: The make and model of the aircraft. 

– C/N (Construction Number): The unique serial number assigned by the 
aircraft manufacturer. 

– Owner: The current or last known owner of the aircraft. 

– Comments: Additional details or notes, such as the cause of an accident or 
specific details related to the aircraft’s status. 

– Status: Indicates whether the aircraft is active, destroyed, transferred, etc. 

– Date: The date on which the update or event occurred. 

3. Filtering the Data: 

– You can filter each column by typing into the boxes at the top of the table. For 
example, if you’re looking for updates on a specific aircraft model, type its 
name in the Type box, and the table will update to show only matching 
results. 

– You can apply the search by pressing Enter or clicking the magnifying glass 
icon. To clear the filters, click the filter icon next to the search fields. 

17. Central Database 

 



The Central Database page allows you to view detailed records on over one million aircraft. 
To avoid timing out the system due to the large volume of data, you are required to use at 
least two filters when searching the database. Here’s how to navigate this page: 

1. Filtering the Data: At the top of the table, you’ll find search fields where you can 
filter the data by Registration, Type, C/N, Owner, Comments, Date, and Status. You 
must use at least two filters to ensure the search returns efficiently. For example, 
you can filter by typing “G-BOA” into the Registration box and selecting a status 
from the Status dropdown. 

2. Sorting the Data: You can sort the table by clicking on any of the column headings. 
For instance, clicking on the Date heading will sort the data chronologically, either in 
ascending or descending order. 

3. Editing and Deleting Records: On the right side of the table, you’ll see two icons 
next to each record: 

– Pencil icon: This allows users to edit the selected record. 

– Bin icon: This allows users to delete the selected record. 

  Please note that only Super Admin Users have access to these features. If you are not 
a Super Admin, these icons will not be available to you. 

18. Fleet List 

 

The Fleet List page provides a high-level overview of aircraft fleets owned by various 
operators. You can filter the data by type, owner, and status, and drill down to see more 
detailed information. Here’s how to use this page: 

1. Filtering the Data: At the top of each column, you’ll find search fields where you 
can filter the results by Type, Owner, Number, and Status. For example, typing 
“Boeing 777” into the Type box will show only Boeing 777 aircraft. You can further 
refine your search by filtering the owner or status. 

2. Understanding the Grid: The table gives you an overview of aircraft fleets: 

– Type: The model or series of the aircraft (e.g., Boeing 777). 



– Owner: The airline or company that owns the aircraft (e.g., British Airways). 

– Number: The total number of aircraft of that type owned by the operator. 

– Status: The current status of the aircraft, such as Active, Written Off, 
Transferred, or Scrapped. 

3. Exploring Detailed Lists: You can click on the Type or Owner entries to view a 
more detailed list of individual aircraft that match the filtered details. This will give 
you in-depth information on each aircraft under that category. 

4. Additional Features: Use the magnifying glass icon to apply your search filters. The 
filter icon allows you to clear your search filters and start fresh. 

19. Add Sightings 

 

1. Viewing Your Sightings 

When you visit the Add Sightings page, you can view your previously logged sightings in a 
neat and organised manner. Here’s what you can do: 

• View by Date: Select a date range using the start and end date fields at the top of 
the page. Once you’ve set your range, click the Refresh button to display all sightings 
logged during that time frame. 

• Sighting Details: For each logged sighting, you’ll see: 

– Date and Time of the sighting. 

– Registration of the aircraft. 

– Type of aircraft (e.g., Boeing 787). 

– Airline/Owner (e.g., Gulf Air). 

– Construction Number (C/N) for the aircraft. 

– Flight Path Information: Airports for departure and arrival (if applicable). 

– Icons on the right: Aircraft icon (denotes aircraft information), Pen icon 
(allows you to edit details), Cross icon (deletes the sighting if needed). 

This overview helps you keep track of all your previously logged aircraft sightings! 



2. Adding a New Sighting 

To log a new aircraft sighting, follow these steps: 

• Click on the ‘+’ Icon: On the right side of the screen, there’s a blue plus icon. Clicking 
this will open the form for adding a new sighting. 

• Fields to fill out: 

– Date: Enter the date and time of the sighting from the calendar dropdown. 

– Include Time in Sighting: You can choose “Yes” or “No” based on whether 
you want to include the time. 

– Registration: Start typing the aircraft registration. If the aircraft is already in 
the central database, you’ll see suggestions to auto-fill the details. 

– Type, Construction Number, and Airline/Owner: Fill these out manually 
or auto-fill them based on the registration. 

– Seen At (if static) or From / To: Indicate the location where the aircraft was 
sighted. 

– Altitude and Flight Number: If applicable, enter the flight number and 
altitude. 

– Position: You can enter latitude and longitude coordinates if known (e.g., 
53.3233 / -2.3385). 

– Flown On: Select whether you’ve flown on this aircraft before. 

– Comments: Add any additional notes, such as details about the sighting or 
any notable features. 

• Adding a Picture: If you’ve got a picture of the aircraft, you can upload it by clicking 
the Upload It Here link below the form. 

• Submit the Sighting: Once all fields are filled in, click Add to save your sighting. If 
you change your mind, simply click Cancel to clear the form without saving. 

20. Aircraft Upload 

 



The Aircraft Upload page allows you to quickly and efficiently upload multiple aircraft 
registrations. Here’s how you can do it: 

1. Enter the Airport and Date 

• Airport Dropdown: Start by selecting the airport from the dropdown menu. Begin 
typing the name of the airport, and the system will auto-complete your selection. 

• Date Picker: Choose the date for the sighting by clicking the date field, which will 
bring up a calendar for you to select the correct date and time. 

2. Enter Registrations 

• Registrations Field: You can enter multiple aircraft registrations, separated by 
commas. For example, type G-BOAA, G-AJIR into the box to upload multiple aircraft 
at once. 

3. Display Details 

• Once the registrations and date have been entered, click the Display Details button 
to retrieve information about the aircraft from the central database (CDB). 

4. Reviewing and Updating the Aircraft Data 

• Review Details: The system will auto-populate the details for each registration, 
showing the type, owner, C/N (construction number), and status. 

– Red Status: If any fields are displayed in red or blank, it means the 
information is missing from the CDB, and the aircraft will be added to the 
database once you save. 

5. Saving the Upload 

• Save All: Once you’ve reviewed the details and filled in any missing information, 
click the Save All button to add the aircraft data to the system. 

This feature ensures you can quickly upload and update multiple aircraft sightings with 
ease! 



21. Check If Users Logged 

 

This page allows Administrators to see which members have logged a specific aircraft. 
Here’s how you can use this feature: 

1. Enter the Aircraft Registration 

• Registration Field: Type in the registration number of the aircraft you’re interested 
in. For example, entering G-BOAC will display all members who have logged that 
specific aircraft. 

2. Submit to View Results 

• After entering the registration number, click the Submit button. The system will 
then display the list of members who have logged that aircraft, along with the 
following details: 

– Registration: The aircraft registration number. 

– Type: The make and model of the aircraft. 

– Owner: The current owner of the aircraft. 

– C/N: The construction number of the aircraft. 

– Username: The usernames of the members who have logged the aircraft. 

Note: This feature is only available to Administrators, providing them with access to view 
which members have logged specific aircraft in the system. 



22. Central Database Maintenance 

 

This page allows Administrators to manage aircraft entries within the Central Database. 
Here’s how to use this section: 

1. Fields Overview 

You can input or update the following details for an aircraft: 

• Registration: Enter the aircraft’s registration number. 

• Type: Start typing the aircraft type and select from the dropdown list. 

• Construction Number: The unique construction or serial number assigned by the 
manufacturer. 

• Airline/Owner: The current owner or airline of the aircraft. 

• Comments: Any additional details about the aircraft, such as special modifications 
or historical notes. 

• Status: Select the current status of the aircraft, e.g., Active, Scrapped, Written Off. 

• Date: Enter the relevant date for the record (format: yyyy-mm-dd). If left blank, 
today’s date will be used. 

• New/Current Registration: If the aircraft has been re-registered, enter the new 
registration number here. 

2. Action Buttons 

• Add: Adds a new aircraft entry to the database. 

• Update: Updates an existing entry based on the registration number provided. 

• Delete: Deletes the selected entry from the database. 

• Clear: Clears all input fields, allowing you to start fresh. 

Note: Only Super Admin Users have access to this page to perform maintenance tasks in 
the Central Database, ensuring accurate and up-to-date information. 



23. Maintain Airlines 

 

This page is designed for Administrators to manage airline entries within the database. 
Here’s how to use it: 

1. Fields Overview 

The table displays and allows editing of the following details for each airline: 

• Airline Name: The full name of the airline. 

• ICAO Code: The ICAO code for the airline, used in flight operations. 

• IATA Code: The IATA code, commonly seen in airport and flight booking systems. 

• Callsign: The unique callsign used by the airline for communication. 

• Country: The country where the airline is based. 

• Website: The official website of the airline, if available. 

• Logo: The filename for the airline’s logo image stored in the system. 

• Archive: Checkbox to mark whether the airline is archived or currently active. 

2. Action Icons 

• Add: You can add a new airline by clicking the green plus (+) icon at the top right. 

• Edit: Clicking the pencil icon allows you to update any airline details. 

• Delete: The trash icon allows you to remove an airline from the system. 

Note: Only Administrators have access to add, edit, or delete airlines within the system, 
ensuring proper management and data integrity. 



24. Maintain Airshows 

 

This page allows Administrators to manage the details of airshows listed in the system. 
Below is a guide to the key features and actions available on this page: 

1. Fields Overview 

The table provides editable information for each airshow, including: 

• Date From / Date To: The start and end dates for the airshow. 

• Event: The name of the airshow event. 

• Location: The location where the airshow will be held. 

• Website: A link to the official website for more information about the airshow. 

• Country: The country where the airshow takes place. 

2. Action Icons 

• Add New Airshow: Use the green plus (+) icon to add a new airshow to the list. 

• Edit Airshow Details: Click the pencil icon next to an airshow to update its details. 

• Delete Airshow: The trash icon allows you to remove an airshow from the system if 
needed. 

Note: Only Administrators can add, edit, or delete airshow entries, ensuring the list 
remains accurate and up-to-date for all users. 



25. Maintain Missing C/N 

 

This page allows Administrators to manage and update aircraft records where the 
Construction Number (C/N) is missing. Below is a guide to using the features on this page: 

1. Fields Overview 

The table provides a list of aircraft records missing the C/N, including: 

• Registration: The aircraft’s registration number. 

• Type: The make and model of the aircraft. 

• Google: This column may provide links or references that can help in identifying 
missing data. 

• C/N: The aircraft’s Construction Number (currently missing and marked as “??”). 

• Status: Displays the current status of the aircraft, such as “On Order.” 

2. Action Icons 

• Add New Record: Use the green plus (+) icon to add new records for missing C/N 
entries. 

• Edit Details: Click the pencil icon to update the details of an aircraft record, 
including entering the missing C/N when available. 

• Delete Record: The trash icon allows you to remove a record from the system. 

Note: Only Administrators have access to add, edit, or delete these records. 



26. Maintain - Spotting Points 

 

This page allows Administrators to manage and update plane spotting points for various 
airports. Here’s how you can interact with the page: 

1. Fields Overview 

• Airport Name: The name of the airport where the spotting point is located. 

• Spotting Point: The identification number of the spotting point at the selected 
airport. 

• Title: The name or description of the spotting point (e.g., “Grassy Knoll”). 

• Longitude/Latitude: These fields display the geographic coordinates to locate the 
spotting point precisely. 

• Comments: Useful information about the spotting point, such as vantage points, 
recommended times to visit, and any helpful tips. 

2. Action Icons 

• Blue Plane Icon: Clicking this icon will display the location of the spotting point on 
a map. 

• Edit Icon (Pencil): Allows administrators to update the details of the spotting point. 

• Delete Icon (Trash): Allows administrators to remove the spotting point from the 
list. 

Note: Only Administrators have the ability to add, edit, or delete spotting points on this 
page. 



27. Sighting Mismatch 

 

This page displays any mismatches between the type of aircraft logged in your personal 
sightings and the information held in the Central Database (CDB). It is essential to help 
maintain the accuracy of our database. Here’s how you can use it: 

1. Overview of the Report: The Date of your sighting, the Registration (Reg) of the 
aircraft you’ve logged, the Type you’ve logged for the aircraft, the Owner of the 
aircraft, the Construction Number (C/N) which is the unique identifier for each 
aircraft, the CDB Type (shows the correct aircraft type stored in the Central 
Database), and the User who logged the sighting. 

2. Fixing Mismatches: If your sighting is incorrect, click on the Registration to change 
your type to match the Central Database (CDB). This helps to ensure consistency 
and correctness within the system. 

3. Database Maintenance: If the information in the CDB Type is incorrect, let us know 
via the HELP > SUPPORT option. Your feedback is crucial in keeping the Central 
Database accurate. 

This tool helps maintain the integrity of the sightings logged by members and ensures that 
the Central Database remains as accurate as possible. 



28. Your Sightings 

 

This page provides a comprehensive overview of all the aircraft sightings you’ve logged. 
Here’s how to use the Members Sightings page effectively: 

1. Viewing Your Sightings: 

– Registration: The aircraft registration number. 

– Type: The aircraft type (e.g., Boeing 787-9 series). 

– Construction Number (C/N): The aircraft’s unique construction number. 

– Owner: The current owner of the aircraft. 

– Date: The date and time when the sighting was logged. 

– Seen At: The airport or location where the aircraft was spotted. 

2. Sorting and Filtering: You can filter the data by entering specific details like 
registration number or owner in the text boxes at the top of each column. Click on 
the magnifying glass icon to apply your filters or clear the filters with the reset icon. 

3. Edit and Delete Sightings: You can edit or delete any of your sightings by using the 
pencil and bin icons located on the right-hand side of each entry. Only you can edit 
or delete your logged sightings. 

4. Add New Sighting: To add a new sighting, click on the + icon in the top right. This 
will allow you to input new sightings, just like you do in the ‘Add Sightings’ section. 

The system keeps track of all your sightings and makes it easy to manage and review them 
in one place. 



29. Radar Programs 

 

TPSC’s Radar Programs let you watch live aircraft in the sky, right on the site, and interact 
with them directly from the map. There are four radars available, each suited to a different 
purpose. All of them work in a similar way — a live map at the top, a stats bar showing key 
totals, and a table below listing the aircraft currently on radar. 

1. Spotting Radar 

The main radar for logging your own sightings in real time. 

• Live Aircraft: Shows aircraft currently flying near your home airport (or another 
area you choose), updating automatically as they move. 

• Aircraft Details: Click any aircraft on the map or in the table to see its registration, 
type, owner, and altitude. 

• Log a Sighting: Click the green + button next to an aircraft to log it as a sighting 
instantly, without needing to visit the Add Sightings page. 

• Seen / Not Seen: In the table, a red left border means you haven’t logged that 
aircraft before, and a green left border means you have. 

2. CDB Radar 

A version of the radar aimed at keeping the Central Database complete and accurate. 

• Live Aircraft: Works the same way as Spotting Radar, showing aircraft currently in 
the sky. 

• Add to Central Database: If an aircraft on radar is missing or incomplete in the 
Central Database, you can add or complete its details directly from the radar screen. 

Note: Adding aircraft to the Central Database via this radar is only available to superusers. 

3. Rarity Radar 

Built for hunting down aircraft that no one in the community has logged before. 



• Rarity Check: Shows only aircraft currently in the sky that have never been logged 
by any TPSC member — a great way to find something genuinely rare to add to your 
log. 

• Aircraft Table: Lists each rare aircraft with its registration, type, and owner so you 
can decide what’s worth tracking. 

4. Fleet Hunter 

A focused radar for tracking down a specific airline or aircraft type. 

• Filter by Operator or Type: Choose an airline or aircraft type, and Fleet Hunter 
will show you only live aircraft matching that filter — handy for chasing down every 
aircraft in a particular fleet. 

5. Access Levels 

Your access level controls what you can do on each radar: 

• Full Access Members: Can log sightings directly from the radar. 

• Read-Only Members: Can view live aircraft and details, but the add-sighting button 
will not be shown. 

• Superusers: Additionally see the option to add or complete aircraft in the Central 
Database from CDB Radar. 

Note: All radar programs update automatically, so you can leave a radar open in the 
background while you keep browsing the rest of the site. 

30. TPSC Chat 

 

TPSC Chat provides a live, airport-based chat facility where members can connect with 
fellow spotters in real time. Each airport has its own dedicated room — simply open the 
chat and you’ll be dropped straight into your home airport. You can also browse and join 
any other active airport room at any time. 



1. Getting Started 

To access TPSC Chat, click TPSC Chat in the navigation menu at the top of the page. The chat 
will open and automatically load your home airport room. To get the best experience, the 
chat works best when opened in its own browser window or tab so you can continue 
browsing the site while staying connected to the conversation. 

Note: You must have a Home Airport set in your member profile to join the chat. If you 
have not set one, you will see a prompt to do so. 

2. The Chat Window 

The chat window is made up of several areas: 

• Airport Selector (top left): A dropdown showing your current room. Use this to 
switch to any other active airport room. 

• Who’s Here (below the header): A strip showing the usernames of members 
currently in your room. 

• Pinned Announcement (yellow bar): If an administrator has pinned a message for 
your room, it will appear here. 

• Message Area: The main scrollable area showing the chat history for the current 
room. 

• Typing Indicator: A small red italic line that appears when another member is 
actively typing. 

• Emoji Bar: A quick-pick row of emoji above the message input. 

• Message Input: Type your message here and press Enter or click Send. 

• Character Counter: Shows how many characters you have used (limit is 1,000). 
Turns red when you are within 100 characters of the limit. 

3. Active Now Panel 

To the right of the chat window (or below it on mobile) is the Active Now panel. This shows 
all airport rooms that currently have members in them, along with a count of how many are 
online. Click any room row to jump straight into that room. 

4. Switching Airport Rooms 

You can switch to a different airport room at any time without leaving the page: 

• Use the dropdown in the chat header to pick any airport that members have set as 
their home airport. 

• Or click any room in the Active Now panel on the right. 

• Switching rooms clears the current chat view and loads the history for the new 
room. Your home airport setting in your profile is not affected. 

This means you can drop into any airport room — for example, if you are visiting a 
different airport for the day, just switch to that room to chat with spotters already there. 

5. Sending Messages 



• Type your message in the input box at the bottom of the chat. 

• Press Enter or click the Send button to post it. 

• Emoji: Click any emoji in the quick-pick bar to insert it into your message before 
sending. 

• @Mentions: Type @ followed by a username to mention another member. A 
dropdown will appear showing online members to pick from. Mentions are 
highlighted in the chat — orange for others, blue if someone mentions you. 

6. Notifications 

TPSC Chat keeps you informed even when you are on a different browser tab: 

• New messages: The browser tab title updates to show a count of unread messages 
(e.g. (3) TPSC Chat). 

• Member joins: When a fellow spotter joins your room, a notification appears in the 
chat feed, the tab title updates, and a short chime plays. 

Note: The chime requires you to have clicked somewhere on the chat page at least once 
before switching tabs, due to a browser security restriction on background audio. 

7. Chat History 

Chat messages are kept for 15 days so you can catch up on what was discussed while you 
were away. Older messages are automatically cleared after this period. 

8. Muting a Member 

If you would like to hide messages from a particular member during your session: 

• Hover over any of their messages — a small mute button will appear. 

• Click it to mute that member. Their messages will disappear immediately and will 
not be shown for the rest of your session. 

• To unmute them, find their username in the Who’s Here strip (shown with a 
strikethrough) and click the (unblock) link next to their name. 

Note: Muting is session-only. It resets if you refresh the page. 

9. Who’s Chatting — Home Page Widget 

On the home page you will find the Who’s Chatting panel, which shows all airport rooms 
with active members and a live count of who is in each room. This updates automatically 
every 30 seconds. Click Join next to any room to open the TPSC Chat page in a new tab, 
dropping you straight into that airport’s room. 

10. For Administrators 

Administrators have access to an additional feature within the chat: 



• Pinned Messages: A Pin button appears in the chat header for administrators. Click 
it to type an announcement that will be pinned at the top of the current room for all 
members to see. To remove the pin, click clear on the pinned message bar. 

Note: Only one message can be pinned per room at a time. Any administrator can update or 
clear a pinned message. 

11. Chat Guidelines 

TPSC Chat is provided for members to connect informally with fellow spotters at their 
airport. Please keep conversation friendly, on-topic, and respectful of other members at all 
times. Abusive, offensive, harassing, or inappropriate language or behaviour will not be 
tolerated. The Plane Spotters Community reserves the right to remove access to this chat 
feature, restrict an individual member’s use of it, or take further action against the 
member’s account, without prior notice, for any breach of these expectations. 

31. Accidents 

 

The Accidents page lets you search and filter TPSC’s aircraft accident register — records of 
aircraft that have crashed, been written off, or otherwise been involved in an incident, 
alongside details of the aircraft and the accident itself. 

1. Filter by Year and Month: Use the Select Year and And Month dropdowns to 
narrow results to a specific period. Records for the selected period are displayed 
automatically. 

2. Filter by Registration: Enter an aircraft’s registration in the Registration field to 
see all accident records involving that specific aircraft. 

3. Filter by Aircraft Type: Enter a type (e.g. “Dassault Mirage 2000”) in the Type field 
to see accidents involving aircraft of that type. 

4. Filter by C/N: Enter a construction number in the C/N field to find the accident 
record for that specific airframe. 



5. Filter by Owner: Enter an owner or operator name in the Owner field to see all 
accidents involving their aircraft. 

6. Filter by Damage and Location: Enter details in the Damage field 
(e.g. “Destroyed”) or the Location field (e.g. “Taiwan”) to filter accordingly. 

Each record shows the registration, type, C/N, owner, extent of damage, and the location of 
the accident. Filters can be combined — for example, entering a Type, Owner, Year and 
Month together will narrow results down to one specific incident. 

32. Gate Guardians 

 

Gate guardians are preserved military aircraft placed on static display at the entrances to 
RAF bases, airfields, museums and military establishments worldwide. They are typically 
aircraft that served with the unit at that location and are maintained as a tribute to their 
operational history. 

1. Browsing the Register: The Gate Guardian Aircraft page lists these aircraft with 
their registration, type, construction number, owner or location, and any additional 
comments. The table is fully searchable and sortable — click any column heading to 
sort, or type into the search boxes above each column to filter. 

2. What’s in the Table: 

– Registration: The aircraft’s registration or serial number. 

– Type: The make and model of the aircraft. 

– C/N: The construction number, the manufacturer’s unique serial for the 
airframe. 

– Owner/Location: Where the aircraft is displayed, or who it’s associated 
with. 

– Comments: Additional notes, such as the specific gate or location the aircraft 
guards. 

– Date Added: When the record was added to the register. 



A running total of gate guardians in the register is shown at the top of the page. 

33. Construction List 

 

The Aircraft Construction Lists page lets you browse aircraft grouped by manufacturer and 
model — a quick way into the Central Database without needing to search by registration 
first. 

1. Browse by Manufacturer: Aircraft are grouped into manufacturer panels (Airbus, 
Boeing, Douglas, Embraer, ATR, BAE, Bombardier, Cessna, McDonnell Douglas and 
others), broken down further by model and series. The number next to each entry 
shows how many aircraft of that type are recorded in the database. 

2. View Registrations for a Type: Click any aircraft model (e.g. “Airbus A320-2 
Series”) to view every registration of that type in the Central Database, including 
construction numbers, owners and current status. 

This page is useful for researching a specific type’s fleet, or for tracking down how many of 
a particular aircraft variant exist in the database. 



34. Spotters Equipment 

 

The Spotters Equipment page recommends the gear TPSC members find useful for spotting, 
photographing, and identifying aircraft. 

1. Recommended Gear: Items are grouped into categories — Beginners Scanner, 
Binoculars, Camera, Military Aircraft Recognition, and Airline Recognition — each 
with a recommended product, a short description of why it’s useful for spotting, and 
a View on Amazon link. 

2. Amazon Associates: TPSC participates in the Amazon Associates programme. If you 
buy through these links, TPSC may earn a small commission at no extra cost to you 
— this helps support the running of the site. 

This page is a good starting point for new members wondering what equipment to invest 
in. 

35. Beginners Guide 

 



The Beginners Guide is a practical, illustrated walkthrough of the hobby for anyone new to 
plane spotting, from what it is through to becoming part of the TPSC community. It’s 
organised into ten sections: 

1. What Is Plane Spotting: An introduction to the hobby, covering aircraft types, 
photography, and community. 

2. Getting Started: How to begin with just a phone and curiosity, checking 
movements, and staying comfortable. 

3. Essential Equipment: Smartphone, binoculars, and camera gear to get started with. 

4. Learning Aircraft Types: Recognising Airbus and Boeing families and other key 
identification points. 

5. Using TPSC Radar: How to identify aircraft, plan a visit, and spot unusual visitors 
using the site’s live radar. 

6. Finding Great Spotting Locations: Choosing safe, legal spots with good light, using 
Spotters View to find them. 

7. Aircraft Photography: Basic technique: light, panning, and composition. 

8. Keeping a Spotting Log: What to record (registration, location, notes) and why. 

9. Finding Variety: Broadening interest beyond airliners to business jets, military, and 
special visitors. 

10. Becoming Part of the Community: Sharing photos, asking questions, and getting 
involved. 

Each section includes short, practical tips rather than lengthy theory, and the guide ends 
with a direct link through to TPSC Radar to put what you’ve learned into practice. The 
guide can also be downloaded as a standalone PDF from the bottom of the page. 

36. Badges 

[Insert screenshot of the Badges / Who’s Online widget here] 

A badge is the icon and title shown next to your name around the site (for example a silver 
medal icon next to “Silver Spotter”). It’s a quick visual signal of how active and experienced 
a member is. 

1. How Badges Are Allocated: Badges are allocated automatically and are based on 
one thing only: your total number of logged sightings. There’s no separate 
application, approval, or manual step — as soon as your sighting count crosses a 
threshold, your badge updates. 

– Every sighting you log counts towards your running total. 

– Your badge is recalculated from that running total each time it’s displayed. 

– There are eight badge levels in total, from Viewer up to Legend — see the 
table below. 

– Badges only ever move upward as you log more sightings — there’s no way 
to lose a badge once earned. 



2. The Eight Badge Levels: 

Rank Title Sightings Needed 

Eye Viewer Starting rank 

Aircraft Spotter 1,000 sightings 

Telescope Enthusiast 2,500 sightings 

Bronze medal Bronze Spotter 5,000 sightings 

Silver medal Silver Spotter 10,000 sightings 

Gold medal Gold Spotter 25,000 sightings 

Trophy Champion 50,000 sightings 

Star Legend 75,000 sightings 

Once you pass a threshold, your badge updates immediately — there’s nothing you need to 
do except keep logging sightings. 

3. Where Your Badge Appears: The same badge follows you around the site 
automatically — it appears next to your name in Quick Links, Who’s Online, and 
Members by Airport, so other members can see your current level wherever you 
show up. 


